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How To Buy The Perfect Piece Of Jewelry 
It's that time of year when 

thoughts turn to gift giving. 
There isn't a woman out there 

who isn't thrilled with the thought 
of Santa's helper stuffing her stock- 
ing with glittering jewelry. But how 
do you know what to buy? 

Look at the jewelry she's al- 
ready wearing and followe these 
pointers to help choose the per- 
fect jewelry present this holiday 
season. 

• What kinds of metal does 
she prefer? Is she wearing silver, 
yellow or white gold or platinum? 
Does she mix white and yellow 
metals? Try a piece in two-tone 

metals. 
• What gemstones does she 

like? You can never go wrong with 
diamonds, but some women prefer 
colored gemstones. 

If you know your recipient's 
favorite color, you can always buy 
a piece of jewelry that showcases 
a stone in that color. 

• What's her personal style? 
If her style is contemporary and 
modern, then chances are she will 
prefer sleek designs with clean 
lines and geometric shapes. 

If she has a more romantic 
style, she may prefer something 
with filigree or an antique look. 
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Maybe she's a trendsetter and 
she likes the unexpected. 

Perhaps a pearl or diamond 
dangling from a leather cord is just 
her style. 

Note the size of her jewelry. Is it 
a big statement piece or is it small 
and dainty? This too, should help 
narrow your choices. 

• What are her interests? Does 
she love anything with animals, 
hearts, flowers or the sea? A beau- 
tiful charm bracelet in silver or 
gold would be an ideal choice. 

• Go window shopping with 
your unsuspecting recipient. Pay 
attention to the items she admires. 
Go back and purchase them. 

• If there is a jewelry store that 
she frequents, ask a sales associate 
who knows her taste for some sug- 

gestions or if he or she knows of an 
item that she's admired recently. 

Whether you're after earrings, 
a necklace, bracelet, watch or 
brooch, be sure to visit a jewelry 
merchant that has a good reputa- 
tion and has been in business for 
awhile. 

If you need to make a return or 
exchange a piece, or have the item 
repaired, you can be sure the store 
will be around. 

There are several classic pieces 
that are ideal for every jewelry 
wardrobe, including diamond soli- 
taire earrings, a diamond solitaire 
necklace or a diamond bracelet. 

For those who love color, sug- 
gestions include gemstone bead 
necklaces or bracelets that come in 
a rainbow of luscious shades. 
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Come the holidays, your kids 
will become detectives - gift de- 
tectives that is. They'll search the 
house high and low for their holiday 
gifts, leaving no cabinet unopened 
and no closet untouched by their 
sticky fingers. 

Here are a few hiding-spot 
ideas that hopefully will stop your 
resident snoopers in their tracks. 
Just be sure not to get so clever 
and sneaky that you forget where 
you've hidden the gifts! Jot down 
the locations in your organizer or 
clue in your spouse as a backup. 

* Place gifts in paper bags -- 
like those from the supermarket 
- and hide them in the back of your 
closet or under your bed. 

* Hide gifts in the attic or base- 
ment. Cover them with blankets so 

they are out of sight. 
* Stash gifts in suitcases. Kids 

are so accustomed to seeing the 
luggage, they won't think to look 
there. 

* Place gifts on a high shelf in 
the back of your storage closet, out 
of eyesight. 

* Store gift under the kitchen 
sink or on the top shelf in the laun- 
dry room. 

* Place small gifts inside old 

purses, bags or briefcases. Hang 
them in a closet or spare bedroom 
that isn't used very often. 

* Stash presents in the china 
cabinets. Kids aren't allowed in 
there anyway so they'll never find 
their gifts. 

* If all else fails, store your 
gifts at work or stash them at a 
neighbor's home. Just be sure you 
get them home in time! 

A Simple Do-It- 
Yourself Gift Idea 

Handcrafted gifts are especially    and adorned with metal stars is a 
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popular around the holidays. 
Typically inexpensive, they also 

show off your creative side and at- 
tention to detail. 

A simple wooden picture frame, 
painted gold, sprayed with glitter 

simple way to spread some holiday 
cheer. 

Customize the frame with your 
own special message for Christ- 
mas, Hanukkah or Kwanzaa. 


